Schoolcraft College Earth Day Celebration

Student Poster Scholarship Competition Guidelines
THEME
We are asking student entrants to create a poster based on this year’s theme, Energy: The Power to Change.  The theme focuses on alternative energy and conservation of energy.  Students should design their posters around one of the following concepts: 

· Utility scale wind power generation.  (Wind Farms)
· Utility scale solar energy generation.  (Solar Farms)
· Solar energy distributed generation - Rooftop photovoltaic solar modules to power homes, business and schools.
· How does switching to LEDs save on energy in our homes and businesses?
· Smart Building Systems.  How are new technologies transforming the way our buildings use energy?
· Improve the fuel-efficiency of freight trucks.
· Vehicle light-weighting.  How does reducing the weight of a vehicle improve fuel economy thus reducing energy consumption?
· Electric vehicles – pros and cons.
· Home energy conservation other than LEDs.

· Clean energy manufacturing/installation and green job creation.

· Geo-thermal energy.

· Explain the link between energy conservation and environmental health.

· Barriers and/or challenges to renewable energy.

· Nuclear energy – pros and cons.

· Energy scavenging- The process of obtaining usable energy from natural and human-made sources that surround us in the everyday environment.
· Michigan initiatives in renewable energy production.

The number of entrants for each of the above concepts is limited to five, so “first come, first served.”

WHEN AND WHERE

The Student Poster Scholarship Competition will be held during the Earth Day Celebration on Wednesday, March 30, 2016, 11 am – 2 pm in the VisTaTech Center DiPonio Room (VT500).
HOW TO ENTER

Electronic versions of the Poster Competition Entry Forms may be obtained by request from one of the following Poster Scholarship Competition Committee members:  Prof. Steven Cook, scook@schoolcraft.edu; Prof. Michael Orick, morick@schoolcraft.edu.

Completed Entry Forms must be submitted by email attachment to one of the committee members by Wednesday, March 23, 2015.
POSTER FORMAT

Posters should be free-standing and constructed of trifold cardboard – No foam core, please.  The poster display should not exceed three panels.  Poster text must be typed (no handwriting).  Text should be large enough (~20 point font) to be read easily by attendees from a distance of 4 to 5 feet. Illustrations and photographs should be a minimum of 5 x 7 inches.  Avoid overcrowding photos, graphs, etc.  All tables and figures should be numbered and titled.  This website offers general tips on how to create an effective poster:  http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
DISPLAY SET UP AND TEAR DOWN
Each presenter will be provided with an assigned table space in VT500 to display their poster and handouts.  Presenters are responsible for setting up their displays at least one hour prior to the opening of the session and removing the displays no later than one hour after the event ends.  Posters left up past that time will be discarded.


Scholarship awards

Student entrants will be competing for one of two $250 Schoolcraft College Foundation Rockall Fund Scholarships.  Entrants must indicate on their Entry Form if they wish to have their posters entered into the scholarship competition.
Eligibility

To be eligible for the $250 Schoolcraft College Foundation Rockall Fund Scholarship, entrants must meet the following criteria:

1. Currently enrolled (minimum six credit hours) at Schoolcraft College.
2. Enroll at Schoolcraft College (minimum six credit hours) the following Fall semester.
Judging

A panel of judges will score each poster by using a rubric that emphasizes these areas:

Theme – How well does the poster relate to the Earth Day theme?
Poster Quality – How well does the poster convey the subject?  Criteria include accuracy, clarity, and adherence to formatting guidelines.

The two posters that earn the highest aggregate scores will be selected as the winners.  The author of the winning poster will be awarded the SCF scholarship
 and receive a certificate of achievement.  In the event of a tie, the following tiebreaker procedure will be used:

1. Among the tied entrant pool, the entrant with the highest overall GPA (carried to three significant figures) will be selected as the winner.
2. If two tied entrants have identical GPA’s, then the scholarship award will be split, $125 and a certificate will be presented to each entrant

� The scholarship award will be subject to additional conditions of the Schoolcraft College Foundation.
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