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Building a Better Future
Health Science building updated with new additions
BEN BOLSTRUM
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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The new Health Sciences Center has additional simulation resources for
students to practice on.

Medical studies are a tightly
ingrained value of the Schoolcraft
community and are ingrained into
the campus history as a result.
With the recent acquisition of the
Radcliff Center by Garden City,
the Livonia campus has been
expanding the Health Science
Center (HSC) for the past year
and a half. With two new degrees
in Radiologic Technology and
Diagnostic Medical Sonography,
the newly renovated facility is
expected to be fit for the strongest
health professionals.
“The partnerships Schoolcraft
College has created with Trinity
Health, Henry Ford Health System,
Ascension and Beaumont ensures
that our students have access
to employers that are hiring in
the region,” said president of
Schoolcraft College. Glenn Cerny.
“They continue to work with us to
create new programs such as our
Mammography, MRI, and CT Post
Associate Certificates which would
not be possible without the highend facilities now located within
the HSC.”

Changes are seen and felt
throughout the building. From
nursing, pharmacy technicians,
surgeries, emergency medical
services (EMS,) and medical
imaging, the HSC has something
for any aspiring doctor, nurse or
practitioner.
“The newly built HSC gives
Schoolcraft the ability to address
the workforce shortage in the
healthcare industry by increasing
the capacity of our nursing
programs, and expanding our
programs to include additional
high paying, high demand jobs
in Radiology, Sonography,
Sterile Processing and Surgical
Technician,” said Cerny.
Furniture lines the halls of this
building for students to eat, study
and spend downtime at. Between
tables and chairs lie classrooms
set up with computers, allowing
professors to utilize these rooms
as both lecture halls and testing
centers. The screens can be used
to monitor health information.
One such location has floor and
ceiling mounted x-rays that shoot

see ‘Building a Better Future‘
Page 3 >
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Free Money
Phi Theta Kappa and Schoolcraft Administrators
introduce ScholarshipUniverse
MATTHEW KERN
MANAGING EDITOR

It’s no secret that college is
expensive. Short of buying a
top-of-the-line sports car, or a
regular house, investing in one’s
higher education is bound to be
the most expensive endeavor of a
person’s life. That said, there are
many opportunities to ease this
burden. Over the past academic
year, Schoolcraft’s Omicron Iota
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)
has been involved in a project
to make finding and applying to
scholarships more accessible to the
average student.
Every year, Phi Theta Kappa
leaders choose an issue to focus
on and solve, with the help of
college administration. These
issues are centered-on concerns
which affect the community, and
this year’s focus was the academic
community at Schoolcraft. As a
result, the 2022 Leaders Emerging
Through Financial Literacy Project
to address growing stresses over
tuition costs was formed.
“Research gathered through a
Trellis report provided by Data
Bytes revealed that one of students’
greatest stressors was lack of
financial stability, resources and
limited access to basic needs,” said
Catreese Bell-Qualls, president of
the Omicron Iota chapter, “With
this research in mind, we met with
Dr. Cerny, and administrators
from Schoolcraft to broaden our
understanding, with regard to
what caused these stressors and
how they impacted enrollment,
retention and completion.”

Working with the staff in
Admissions, PTK organizers
worked to develop a system to
streamline the scholarship process
at the school. Using research to
identify which populations were
most vulnerable to the effects of
tuition cost, they developed the
ScholarshipUniverse, a tool to help of where to apply. The site also
them access financial aid.
features a customizable dashboard
“Our workshop was born out of
reminiscent of Ocelot Access,
our team’s desire to understand
and will send users personalized
how we could facilitate creating
notifications about scholarships,
more wellness among
according to their stated needs.
our student
“As a result of
population at
our research, and
“Our
Schoolcraft
commitment to
workshop was born
College, ‘’ said
student wellness
out of our team’s
Bell-Qualls.
and success, our
desire to understand how
“COVID 19
recommendations
we could facilitate creating
presented a
in collaboration
more wellness among our
plethora of
with
student population at
challenges
administrators
Schoolcraft College,”
for students.
across campus
which caused
have uniquely
Catreese Bell-Qualls
students to
contributed
- PTK III International
suffer from
to Schoolcraft’s
Vice President
higher rates of
development of a New
depression and
and easier Scholarship
anxiety.”
application process.
Because of this,
We’re honored to serve as Leaders
students can now access the
creating brighter futures for
ScholarshipUniverse portal
Ocelots, and we look forward
through the Schoolcraft website
to improving students’ mental,
with single sign-on. The portal
emotional, academic and financial
serves as a collaboration
wellness through Financial
between the Schoolcraft
Literacy.” Said Bell-Qualls.
College Foundation, Financial
For those looking to check out
Aid, Enrollment Services, and
the site, or for those who still need
Information Technology to provide some motivation, there is already
students with a centralized accessan open scholarship available.
point for applying to scholarships.
The “Spring Forward with
Here, scholarship hunters can fill
Schoolcraft Scholarship” is
out a single generic application to
open for anyone attending the
point them in the right direction
Spring 2022 semester. By way of
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The new ScholarshipUniverse
website will allow students to find
scholarships available to them
more efficiently.

generous donors, the Foundation is
providing $100,000 in scholarship
money to be awarded to students
who apply- until the funds are
exhausted.
Also open now are Fall
Scholarships for incoming
highschool students, and
Foundation Scholarships for
Winter 2022-23 will open on
Thursday, March 17.
“As with all software transitions,
we know there will be growing
pains, but we ask for your patience
as we do our best to communicate
with and serve our students and
the Schoolcraft community,” said
Carole Booms, director of the
Annual Giving and Scholarship
Administration, in an email
addressed to Schoolcraft faculty
and staff. “The Foundation and
Financial Aid offices are available
to assist students with the
changes.”
Don’t let the opportunity to
ease the financial burden of college
go to waste. ScholarshipUniverse
allows for students to continue
taking classes they need and at an
affordable price.
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“The new health center at Schoolcraft is a game-changer for
students and the community. State-of-the-art curriculum and
equipment make Schoolcraft the leader in the region for health
care training as well as hands-on experience. The Schoolcraft
Board of Trustees appreciates the support of our State’s partial
funding through capital outlay and the work of President Cerny
and his administration that allowed us to update our facilities
to provide the best medical training for our students who will be
serving our local communities,”

- Schoolcraft College Board of Trustees
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One of the new classroom designs in the Health Sciences Center allows
for more space for open class lectures.

‘Building a Better Future’
continued from page 1

digitally, sending the image right
to the computer. This room also
dons lead-lined windows in order
for onlookers to safely watch the
process without fear of radiation.
The models used for this are a
resin composite fit with actual
bones to make the x-ray as realistic
as possible while still maintaining
student safety.
“Schoolcraft College prides itself
on the rigor of its coursework,
the excellence of its faculty, and
its state-of-the art facilities,”
said Cerny. “This, along with
our partnerships, is why we are
able to provide our students
with a transformational learning
experience and provide our
community with a highly skilled
workforce.”
The pharmacy technician
laboratory is right at home with
equipment one would find in a
hospital or pharmacy. While there
are no actual drugs in the facility,
realistic looking props are utilized
in order for students to practice
safekeeping, safe dosing and safe
use in a realistic and manageable
setting. Paired with a telephone

used to take practice orders and a
pharmacy window to deliver them,
students are met with the ultimate
pharmacist simulation.
Safety was a key part in
these new additions and this is
exacerbated by the Clean Room
which allows for practice with
nontoxic materials or simulated
hazardous chemicals, the lab
is equipped with equipment to
ensure a sterile environment,
The home health lab is equipped
with a refrigerator as well as a
washer and dryer, bathroom and
living area used by EMTs and
Occupational Therapy assistants
to simulate a living area where
different scenarios can be tested
and experienced. Pediatricians are
represented in this facility as well
with dolls used to simulate babies.
Prior to these updates, the
Health Science building housed
two labs, but the changes made
now allow the facility to boast
three. Students were only admitted
to classes during the fall, but two
years ago they began admitting 32
students during the winter. Now,
with the extra space 64 students

can be admitted during the winter
semester which gave cause for the
creation of a third lab. The site also
features a bariatric bed that can
hold up to 1,000 pounds fit with
a lift to raise heavier patients or
transfer them to a wheelchair.
The surgery suites allow
aspiring surgeons to practice
with the lights and equipment
used in an actual operation. This
space could also be leased out to
hospitals so their own staff could
practice simulations outside of
their own facility. The paramedic
lab is not only fit with a bay door
for ambulances, but monitors and
suction machines as well used for
field work The room is even fit
with a staircase to practice taking
patients up and down elevated
surfaces
“[Hospitals are] actually
very encouraging to most of our
health programs,” said David
Kesler, associate dean of Health
Professions. We get calls all the
time. You know, ‘we need people,
how can we help?’ So we’ve
definitely had a very positive
relationship with those partners.”
Previously operating out of the
Radcliff Center which was sold
to Garden City in order to make
a community center, medical
programs have a bright future at
the Livonia campus, with a phase
two that is under construction now
and will include medical assisting
labs and administrative offices.
“The new health center at
Schoolcraft is a game-changer

for students and the community.
State-of-the-art curriculum and
equipment make Schoolcraft the
leader in the region for health
care training as well as handson experience. The Schoolcraft
Board of Trustees appreciates
the support of our State’s partial
funding through capital outlay and
the work of President Cerny and
his administration that allowed us
to update our facilities to provide
the best medical training for
our students who will be serving
our local communities,” said
the Schoolcraft College Board of
Trustees in a written statement.
The key word for this facility
is simulation. Entering the HSC
is akin to stepping into an actual
hospital. The different branches
and wings all intertwine to create
one continuous and synchronous
learning experience as if it was on
the field.
EMS could bring a patient
in, a medical assistant could
help check them in, they could
be brought to the surgery suite,
the equipment would be cleaned
and a mock surgery would occur,
they could be brought to medical
imaging to simulate an x-ray or
ultrasound. All this is able to be
done in one seamless test. As a
result, Schoolcraft Students gain
a rigorous and worthy experience
for their future in the medical
field. With these additions, the
medical community at Schoolcraft
is expected to grow even further.
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GAME ON!
Project Playhem
welcomes students to
the world of gaming

“We at Project Playhem cater to all
backgrounds such as casual players,
nongamers who want to try out video games
and competitive players. At the core of it all,
Project Playhem is a family of gamers who
want to express themselves and take a load
off from the real world.”

Kyle Smith - Project Playhem President

I

ALEX HAWTHORNE
STAFF WRITER

t’s no secret that everyone
can get a little bit stressed
sometimes. After a hard day
at school, work or at home,
sometimes it’s nice to kick back a
little bit with a nice hobby to take
one’s mind off the anxieties of
the world. For many, video games
serve as the perfect avenue for that
exact purpose. The need to relieve
stress with fellow students over
gaming is exactly what Project
Playhem is meant for.
Created in 2008, Project
Playhem was created “for students
who care about gaming” according

Photo courtesy of Unsplash

to Kyle Smith, Project Playhem
president.
Gaming veterans aren’t the only
ones allowed to join in on the fun
though.
In fact, according to Smith,
“we at Project Playhem cater to
all backgrounds such as casual
players, nongamers who want
to try out video games and
competitive players. At the core of
it all, Project Playhem is a family
of gamers who want to express
themselves and take a load off from
the real world.” Smith has been
serving the Playhem community
for 10 years, and has been involved
with over 3,000 events through the

Student Activities Office.
With a deep passion for the
gaming community, Smith strives
to put Schoolcraft on the map for
any gamer in the Metro Detroit
area. Some of the events hosted
by the club in the past include:
The Gauntlet, a 24 hour non-stop
gaming session; Noize, a charity
focused event centered on gaming;
Schoolcraft Retro Gaming Day;
and numerous competitive fighting
game tournaments.
Some of the plans for the group
going forward are to provide
more opportunities for leadership
to aspiring gamers who will be
able to carry the group to new
and stunning heights. However,
leadership development isn’t
the only thing in store, as more
fighting game tournaments,
gaming charity events, community
partnerships, and themed events
are on the way.
For many of the members this is
good news.
“Students need to feel joy, and
gaming in a community of other
like-minded individuals who
are just as passionate in a safe
competitive environment, is just
the type that makes all of the effort
one puts in worth it,” said club
member Steven Parnin.

For members looking to join,
“Bring an open mind and a positive
attitude as it helps expose you to
new experiences that you wouldn’t
normally try…who knows you may
just like them,” said Smith.
No one is required to bring any
controllers or consoles, though it
is encouraged as sometimes there
may not be enough equipment for
everyone who wants to join. Some
of the games typically played at
the club include: “Super Smash
Bros,” “Street Fighter,” “Pokemon,”
“Guilty Gear,” “Borderlands,”
“Rocket League” and many more.
Club meetings are held at 1 p.m.
on Mondays in Lower Waterman,
in the Student Activities Center.
Many of these meetings consist of
a variety of games being played,
discussing club business, or
setting up for gaming events.
While the Student Activities Office
allows for anyone to come down
and play games, these meetings
serve as a way for the gamers of
Schoolcraft to come together and
enjoy themselves in an organized
environment where they can
bolster their community.
For more information about
Project Playhem, please contact
the Student Activities Office at
724-462-4422.

Sous in
Charge
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Alumna Jennifer Schoenbart
reflects on her culinary journey
from Schoolcraft to Continental

Photo illustration by Sasha Spearman

S

MARISSA GETSCHMAN
STAFF WRITER

choolcraft College is
renowned for its excellent
culinary facility with a
vast array of classes and
specialty training. To put it simply,
it is the place to be for aspiring
chefs. That’s why Alumna Jennifer
Schoenbart says selecting the
college for her culinary journey
was an easy choice. She never
had to look far for her dream
education. From Schoolcraft’s
prestigious culinary program to
Regional Operations Manager
for Continental, the chef tells
her culinary arts experience with
evident fondness.
Schoenbart was inspired to
pursue the culinary arts due to the

layers of creativity involved in the
profession.
“As a chef, you have the ability
to express yourself through food
and create a vision that is one-of-akind to you.” said Schoenbart. She
was initially drawn to Schoolcraft
for the overall aesthetic of the
school and their kitchens. What
made the program that much
more appetizing, however, was the
courteous staff who always expect
a student’s best and push to make
sure they achieve it.
Schoolcraft starts small with
the basics of cooking and lays the
groundwork for finding success
in the field. Schoenbart says
they taught her many everyday
techniques such as how to properly
sear, braise and chop. From there,
they built up enough practice
that she was comfortable enough
to assist with the program’s
continuing education courses.
“I don’t ever want to be a
mentor or superior to someone and
ask them to do something that I
would never do or don’t know how

to do,” said Schoenbart.
Schoenbart graduated from the
Culinary Arts program in 2011 and
found herself searching for a job
soon after.
Before applying, she would visit
different restaurants and sample
their food to see if any fit her
vision, but none seemed to match
quite yet. As a result, she chose to
return to Schoolcraft and earn her
Baking and Pastry degree in 2012.
Feeling more well-rounded,
Schoenbart was thrilled to obtain
a job at Continental. She believes
that Chef Dan Hugelier and Janel
Sauder from Schoolcraft were
supportive pillars that helped on
her journey.
Schoenbart has worn many
hats since starting her Continental
journey. She began as a pastry
chef, but worked her way back to
the savory side of the kitchen as
she’d initially planned. From there
she rose to sous chef and then to
chef de cuisine.
Nowadays she is the regional
operations manager, in charge of
six separate locations, each with

“As a chef, you have the ability to express yourself through food
and create a vision that is one-of-a-kind to you.”

Jennifer Schoenbart - Schoolcraft Alumna

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Schoenbart

Headshot of Jennifer Schoenbart
at Continental.

cafes within their corporate offices.
Her responsibilities now include
helping with menu planning,
maintaining client relationships,
photographing meals for
Continental’s website and coaching
their team of chefs.
Since Schoenbart began working
for Continental ten years ago,
she has been nominated for three
awards. Once for Crain’s Detroit
coveted “40 under 40” and twice
for the “I am Continental” award
which she has won once.
To any current or future
culinary students at Schoolcraft,
Schoenbart has one piece of advice
she could offer. “Soak it all in!” she
urges.
“Learn, ask questions, take
risks. Find a job in the field and
get real time experience. Take
advantage of everything that
Schoolcraft has to offer. It’s really
a once in a lifetime opportunity.”
What the future holds for this
culinary creative remains to be
seen, but what is evident is that the
chef has unmatched pride in her
work. The passion she approaches
her career with will surely carry
her far.
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CAMPUS & CLUB EVENTS
Advising with Eastern
Michigan University
March 21, April 5
9 a.m. – Noon
Advising office, in the
McDowell Center, room 105
Are you planning to transfer to
Eastern Michigan University?
You can meet with one of their
academic advisors right here at
Schoolcraft and learn more about
their process, requirements and
program offerings. Advisors will
be able to meet with students
individually to discuss specific
information about programs and
transfer options. Students will be
seen on a first-come first-seen
basis. If you have any questions
call 734-462-4429.

University Visit – Grand
Valley State University
March 21, April 6
Noon – 3 p.m. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Forum Building, Biomedical
Technical Center
Representatives from Grand
Valley State University will be
available to meet with Schoolcraft
students to answer general
questions about transfer options.

PPL Non-Credit Spring/
Summer Registration
March 23
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
https://www.schoolcraft.
edu/ppl/how-to-register/
Non-Credit registration begins
at 8:00am on 3/23/22 and goes

through the month of April. Many
of our classes fill fast. Register
early for high-demand classes
and secure your spot. Questions?
Contact the PPL office at:
(734) 462-4448 or
ppl@schoolcraft.edu

University Visit –
Madonna University
ABSN Program
March 23
4 – 8 p.m.
Forum
Representatives from Madonna
University ABSN Program will be
available to meet with Schoolcraft
students to answer general
questions about transfer options.

Advising with Wayne
State University
March 24, 31, April 7, April 14,
21, 28
Noon – 3 p.m.
Advising office, in the
McDowell Center, room 105
Are you planning to transfer to
Wayne State University? You can
meet with one of their academic
advisors right here at Schoolcraft
and learn more about their
process, requirements and
program offerings. Advisors will
be able to meet with students
individually to discuss specific
information about programs and
transfer options.

Hockey Open Skates
March 24, 31, April 7, 14, 21
1:30 – 2:50 p.m.

(All events are free and open to the public
unless otherwise noted)
Modano Ice Arena (6210 N.
Wildwood St. Westland, MI
48185)
Men & Women welcome, must
be a current Schoolcraft student,
must complete a liability form
on-site. Contact: Patrick Yelsik,
734-462-7696,
pyelsik@schoolcraft.edu

Supply Chain Business
Talk featuring Adam
Robbins of Accenture
March 25
1 – 2:30 p.m.
Wilson Room, VisTaTech
Center
Join the Business Club for a
Supply Chain Business Talk
featuring Adam Robbins, Principal
Director at Accenture. Robbins will
speak to attendees about what its
like to work in Supply Chain
Management industry and learn
about the skills that are used to
manage a large corporation like
Accenture. All are welcome.

Barefoot in the Park
March 25, 26, 27 (Matinee),
April 1, 2
8 – 10 p.m.
James R. Hartman Theatre
(LA500)
Neil Simon’s Barefoot in the Park
tells the story of newlyweds Paul
and Corie Bratter as they
negotiate the first days of their
marriage with “help” from Corie’s
meddling mother and their wacky
neighbor-in-the-attic. This is

vintage Neil Simon comedy –
clever dialogue among smart
characters who eventually find
their way.

Advising with University
of Michigan: College of
LSA
March 29, April 13, 28
9 a.m. - Noon
Advising office, in the
McDowell Center, room 105
Are you planning to transfer to
University of Michigan: College
of LSA after Schoolcraft? You can
meet with one of their academic
advisors right here at Schoolcraft
and learn more about their
process, requirements and
program offerings. Advisors will
be able to meet with students
individually to discuss specific
information about programs and
transfer options.

University Visit–
Lawrence Technological
University
March 29
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Biomedical Technology
Center
Representatives from Lawrence
Technological University will be
available to meet with Schoolcraft
students to answer general
questions about transfer options.

University Visit –
Western Michigan
University
March 30

schoolcraftconnection.com
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10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Liberal Arts
Representatives from Western
Michigan University will be
available to meet with Schoolcraft
students to answer general
questions about transfer options.

global issues, race, gender,
identity, and equity. In this
presentation, Dr. Taranath will
be sharing insightful lessons in
cultural competence from her
award-winning book, Beyond
Guilt Trips: Mindful Travel in an
Unequal World.

Pageturners: Nomadland Spring Job Fair
April 6
by Jessica Bruder
March 28: Movie screening,
March 30: Book discussion
1:30 – 2:30 p.m./1:30 - 2:30
p.m.
MC 100/LA 200

1 – 3 p.m.
VisTaTech Center

From the beet fields of North
Dakota to the National Forest
campgrounds of California to
Amazon’s CamperForce program
in Texas, employers have discovered a new, low-cost labor
pool, made up largely of transient
older Americans. Finding that
social security comes up short,
often underwater on mortgages,
these invisible casualties of the
Great Recession have taken to the
road by the tens of thousands in
late-model RVs, travel trailers, and
vans, forming a growing
community of nomads.

Winter 2022 Virtual
Transfer Visits at
Schoolcraft College.

SCII Focus Series: Dr. Anu
Taranath, Beyond Guilt
Trips: Mindful Travel in an
Unequal World
March 31
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Live on Zoom Meeting ID: 896
3403 9319 Passcode: 981304
Dr. Taranath brings both passion
and expertise to her work as a
speaker, facilitator and
educator. A Teaching Professor
at the University of Washington
for the past 20+ years, she invites
people into conversations about

Explore job opportunities from
50+ employers. This event is open
to the public.

April 6
3 – 5 p.m.
Live on Zoom
Join Wayne State University’s
Admissions Counselor (Smriti
Panda) for a drop-in Zoom
meeting or a scheduled virtual
appointment. For quick questions
or general information about
transferring to Wayne State
University, join the zoom meeting.
Please feel free to email the
advisor Smriti Panda at
spanda@wayne.edu to schedule a
virtual appointment.

Cultural Coffee
Connection
April 7
3 – 5 p.m.
Bradner Library, Room 110
Students, faculty, staff, and
community members are invited
to attend our upcoming events.
Join us for coffee, tea, and snacks
and enjoy an educational
presentation at the beginning of

each event and informal
conversation with peers from
various cultures around the world.

Career Essentials Series:
Resumes
April 12
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
McDowell Student Center,
Room 100
A certified professional resume
writer will show participants how
to build a targeted resume that
strategically “sells” skills,
education and/or experience to
employers. Discover what
employers are looking for in a
resume & cover letter! All events
are free and open to the public.

Wednesday Noon
Concert Series: Frances
Renzi, piano

of Michigan Flint will be available
to meet with Schoolcraft students
to answer general questions
about transfer options.

SCII Focus Series: Jesse
Deer In Water, Dangers
of FERMI: The Day We
Almost Lost Detroit
April 21
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Jesse is Cherokee (Deer Clan,
Stokes Stomp Ground), and a
leader in CRAFT: Citizen
Resistance at FERMI Two. This
presentation is co-sponsored by:
The Department of Sociology,
The Native American Student
Organization, and Student
Activities.

April 13
Noon – 1 p.m.
VisTaTech Kehrl Auditorium
Steinway Artist Frances Renzi has
appeared as soloist with many
orchestras including those of
Dallas, Houston, Toledo, and the
New Hampshire Music Festival.
She has performed throughout
North America, Taiwan, and China.
An extraordinary chamber player,
she frequently collaborates with
distinguished artists, and is much
in demand as a chamber music
performer.

University Visit –
University of Michigan
Flint
April 19
Noon – 3 p.m.
Henry’s Food Court
Representatives from University

Do you have an
upcoming event
you would like
listed in our
Campus & Club
Events?
Please email
sceditor@schoolcraft.edu

or call 734-462-4422
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Dark Knight
Returns . . . again
“The Batman” reinvents the
titular character

B

ARMANDO SAUCEDO
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

ruce Wayne has been
prowling the city streets
of Gotham at night as
Batman for two years in
“The Batman.” He’s fairly new
to the job and the police don’t
trust him, although Jim Gordon,
(Jeffrey Wright) has developed a
friendship with him. When dead
bodies begin to pile up with
cryptic clues left by a serial
killer calling himself “The
Riddler,” Batman and
Gordon team up to try
to solve the case in
this film directed by
Matt Reeves.
Robert
Pattinson and
Zoe Kravitz star
in this frankly
amazing film
as Bruce
Wayne/
Batman and
Selina Kyle/
Catwoman.
Reeves
succeeds
in making
a detective
movie that

feels like film noir and has
aspects of David Fincher movies
like “Seven,” with hints of other
movies such as “Zodiac” and
“Saw.” Batman has investigated
cases in past movies, but never
to this extent. The film is
meticulous in how it depicts the
hero’s ability to solve crimes,
aided by Pattinson’s acting and
the tech that he uses.
The Riddler (Paul Dano) is
easily one of the best live-action
Batman villains since Heath
Ledger’s Joker. This is a very
different take from the previous
Jim Carrey performance of the
character. Reeves puts a modern
spin on the villain that’s heavily
influenced by the real-world
Zodiac Killer and Dano pulls the
Riddler thrillingly down to earth
with eerily terrifying realism.
Many actresses have played
Catwoman in live-action films,
but Kravitz is spot on as Selina
Kyle. She is a highlight of this
film and the dynamic between
her and Batman never falters.
The bat in the room is, of
course, Pattinson as Bruce
see ‘The Batman’ Page 9 >
Images courtesy of Warner Brothers
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‘THE BATMAN’
continued from page 8

PG-13
2022, Crime/Adventure,
2h 56m

Rating: 9/10
For more in-depth detail on
“The Batman” movie, check
out thebatman.com

Wayne and Batman. He’s so
good in this movie, not just
as Batman, but as Wayne
especially. He is very silent, at
times it almost feels like this
is the least amount of dialogue
that has been given to the lead
character of a Batman movie.
The darkness and sadness that
looms behind him is palpable,
all done without showing the
backstory and origin that has
been played out a thousand
times.
The Batman suit obviously
does a lot of work for an
actor who’s portraying him.
What Reeves and Pattinson
have done with the character
in this movie is very much
about how he carries himself.
How he walks, how he turns,
how he looks at people. He’s
intimidating without saying a
word. He often comes out of
the shadows with very heavy
footsteps, but remains unseen
until it is too late.
The film explores Batman’s
view at this early stage in his

career of what he thinks the
city needs of him. In
a way, it’s a comingof-age story. He may
already be “The Caped
Crusader,” but it’s about
him learning to be the
Batman that Gotham
needs him to be.
The film clocks in at a
lengthy three hours. It mostly
earns this bladder-testing
runtime, although there are
moments that linger. Once
the story revs up again (quite
literally with an exciting car
chase,) it felt like no time had
passed.
The last hour makes all
that buildup worth it with a
few brilliantly choreographed
action sequences. Plus,
the cityscape in which it
all takes place is gothically
gorgeous, constantly bathing
Gotham in a palette of black
shadows and stylized colors.
Cinematographer Greig
Fraser’s smart contrast of
saturation and darkness
keeps it from looking bland,
instead creating a Gotham that
is entirely its own with the
help of Michael Giacchino’s
sweeping, dramatic score that
brings it all together.
“The Batman” is a beautiful
and at times genuinely scary
noir style crime thriller
that gives Bruce Wayne the
grounded detective story that
he thrives in in the comics.
Writer/director Matt Reeves
truly made a Batman movie
that’s entirely different from
the others that came before,
yet surprisingly loyal to
previous installments.
This film is not one to miss
and definitely lives up to this
iconic character’s legacy.
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EMOTIONALLY ALTERED
‘Your Happiness was Hacked’ is as empowering as it is intriguing
and loss of grey matter in the
brain.
“Your Happiness Was Hacked”
often criticizes the designs of many
of the applications controlled
by Big Tech (Facebook, Apple,
Amazon, Google, Microsoft, etc.),
as they feed off of social-media
addiction. It isn’t all hopeless,
however. One positive aspect
about this book is that it doesn’t
just expose dirty practices on
these sites, but rather analyzes the
ways in which every user can gain
more control of their lives outside
of them to lead a happier and
healthy life. With this information,

ALEX HAWTHORNE
STAFF WRITER

I

Rating: 10/10

n a culture of easy access to
info, hyper politicization,
social media addiction and
changing values it’s important
to reflect on the ways that humans
react to the world around them.
Just as many philosophers of the
past had scrutinized society’s
functionality, the book “Your
Happiness Was Hacked: Why Big
Tech is Winning The Battle to
Control Your Brain - and How To
Fight Back,” by Vivek Wadhwa and
Alex Salkever, aims to do the same
in our modern era by exposing
the way big tech controls others’
emotions.
At first glance the writing may
seem somewhat dull, as it is filled
to the brim with statistics, but
those facts are actually interwoven
into the personal stories of the
authors’ experiences. They make
the story feel relevant to today’s
technological climate. The authors
have a combined work experience
of over 40 years within the tech
industry, meaning not only do
they have a wisdom to the way
their own emotions have changed
through technology, but also the

Photo courtesy of Rob Johnson

“Your Happiness Was Hacked” often
criticizes the designs of many of the
applications controlled by Big Tech.

education to write about why.
Some of the emotional
changes they have detailed in
the modern world include spikes
in depressional issues in youth,
leading to lowered mood and
increased anxiety, as well as an
increase of body dysmorphia in
young women, ADHD diagnoses,

it almost feels like a cheat code.
These tips are effective.
The book itself is not a tellall of Big Tech’s underhanded
practices, or a self help pamphlet
of anecdotes. It serves as a basis
to help anyone interested in
technology, or oblivious to its
power, understand the way that
Big Tech affects all of our lives.
For anyone looking to enjoy a
solid read, rooted within science,
backed by data and centered
around the current human
experience, this book is a must
read.
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A Dream Remembered
ASPIDISTRAFLY’s newest album is a stroll through a
fantastical dreamscape
VAE O’NEIL
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
EDITOR

Ratings: 10/10

D

reams are powerful
things. They can
be magical, lucid,
inspiring and
fleeting all in one night.
Such a romanticized view of
dreams is exactly what the
roots of Singaporean duo
ASPIDISTRAFLY cling to. Their
music is made up of surreality
and timelessness, unbound
and interwoven with a land of
fairy-tale, for listeners to lose
themselves within. Inspired
by thoughtful books, other
musicians, and dreams of their
own, ASPIDISTRAFLY’s newest
album, “Altar of Dreams,” is
the first to be released in over a
decade.
ASPIDISTRAFLY is composed
of April Lee and producer Ricks
Ang, who have been working
together for over 13 years. Lee
is the face of the music, as her
voice is the one that brings these
stories to life, while Ang is on
the not-so-obvious but no-lessimportant side of sound design
and production. Ang is also the
founder of the group’s associated
record label, KITCHEN. LABEL.
Lee and Ang’s discography is
made up of two other albums
besides “Altar of Dreams,”
known as “i hold a wish for you”

Photo courtesy of Bandcamp

Album art for “Altar of Dreams.”

and “A Little Fable”. They found
ASPIDISTRAFLY’s personality
within “A Little Fable,” a wispy
wonderland full of yearning and
fantasy, wrapped within a haze
of static and fog; in “Altar of
Dreams,” the fog is beginning to
clear.
Compared to past work,
the new album is something
altogether familiar and
unknown; the same handwriting
in new ink on different paper.
Where before the duo focused
on the sounds and themes of
nature, or using analog sounds
- such as a gas stove being
lit - they now include slightly
more modern sounds, like
buzzing phones and samples
from 80s era commercials, to
encompass the expanding scope
of ASPIDISTRAFLY’s creative
signature.
This isn’t to say that their
music has completely changed it hasn’t.
Natural themes are still
wholly present, for example

elements of birdsong may
be found in the orchestral
sections of songs like “The
Voice of Flowers.” However, the
presentation of the theme has
evolved to include a digitallyfocused range of found sounds,
clearing up the static haze of
“A Little Fable” to give this
new album its own peculiar
personality.
“Altar of Dreams” offers a
mix of traditionally structured
songs, with lyrics and poetic
structure, as well as unorthodox
and ambient songs. Though
the band’s experimental works
might be devoid of Lee’s familiar
voice, they weave together many
of those aforementioned found
sounds and clips into a surreal
tapestry of an awe-striking
dreamscape. A good example
of these types of songs is “Silk
and Satins,” which is a perfect
cacophony of different bleeps
and bloops, hums and buzzes,
both familiar and alien. Don’t go
for a moment thinking that the
songs with lyrics are any more
clear-cut than those without,
however. Take “The Voice of
Flowers” for example; supported
by a rising and falling cast of
flutes, horns, strings and piano,
Lee uses profoundly abstract
diction to tell the story of a day,
and maybe of a life. She speaks
of the brightness of the sun,
and how it diminishes: “The
sun is a gentle fire / Sedating
the world in hazy slumber …

The waning glow of daylight /
In your shadows I find respite.”
She speaks of the mortality
of a day: “The luster of years
foretold / Each day lives only
a day old / Time wither like
wind / Trembles, decays from
within”. Thirdly she speaks of
a different kind of mortality:
“To the furthest crevices of the
earth / We voyaged through
death and birth…” One meaning
someone could glean from this is
the story of flowers that live for
only a day. Perhaps something
like daylilies, which are blooms
that live for the day and die with
the fading of the sun’s light;
there are many flowers per
plant, though, so daylilies cycle
through death and life, day after
night after day.
Nevertheless, any meaning
caught from music like this is
at best a hypothesis; messages
and meanings in the music of
ASPIDISTRAFLY are as solid
and tangible as steam. Though
this isn’t cause for much
concern at all; there’s something
comfortable about the warmth
that comes from the vague
vibrance that April Lee and
Ricks Ang have created. “Altar of
Dreams” lets anyone who cares
to listen sink within its depths,
to be carried off to somewhere
wonderful, imaginary and real.
“Altar of Dreams” and the
rest of ASPIDISTRAFLY’s
discography can be found on all
streaming platforms and sites.
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They say all good things come
to an end, but what does that really
mean? The good times don’t have
to end, sometimes the scenery
just has to change. I’ve been lucky
enough to write for the Connection
for three years and even though
it’s time for me to move on, there
are still so many voices left in my
wake. I have had more than enough
time to write about myself. For my
Farewell Letter, I would rather tell
you about some people who helped
me along the way.
To the Connection team.
You’ve always been ready to
help wherever needed. Truly rising
to the occasion, and in record
time. You’ve produced six print
newspapers after a two year hiatus.
Passion isn’t a strong enough word
to convey your work. Some of the
strongest, most creative voices I’ve
come across are right here in room
166. Your skill is nothing short of
enviable. Always ready to share an
idea or accomplish a plan, all the
while tirelessly working to keep
the paper moving. The future of
this publication is in good hands to
say the least.

To the Student Activities Office
staff.
What a group. You’ve each
helped the Connection in your
own right. From helping advertise,
to getting involved in stories of
your own, the paper wouldn’t be
the same without you. From the
mountains of pizza to the late
nights, these memories are too
strong and plentiful to forget any
time soon.
To my friends and family.
The invaluable support I’ve
received from you has been
nothing short of humbling. With
your affirmations, my work now
exists forever in perpetuity online
and in print. From reading and
sharing our stories to tolerating
my rants, I couldn’t have done it
without you.
To you, dear reader.
It all comes down to you. I’ve
loved you, I’ve feared you and I’ve
been inspired by you. I’ve learned
more in the past three years than I
have all my life because of you. I’ve
made mistakes, but I wouldn’t have
it any other way.
Who could have guessed that I
would end up here three years ago?
Not me, but I’m sure glad I did.
So this is not a goodbye. It’s just a
change of scenery.
Who can say whether that
scenery will be me panhandling
under a bridge, or back in the
saddle as a writer some place else,
but I’ll never forget my time at
The Schoolcraft Connection.
To all the people I’ve met,
places I’ve been, and stories I’ve
told. You are my legacy.
Thank you.

@The Schoolcraft Connection

Twitter

@connectionsao

EDITORIAL POLICY:
Unsigned editorials represent
the majority opinion of
the Editorial Board. Signed
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censorship and support a free
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not be reproduced in any form
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The Ocean Inside
Us All
What if I told you that peace is a choice?

I’ve never understood the
philosophy of exercise. The body
seems to me to be so inefficiently
designed; we lose our physical
power without practice.
What is the point?
Especially in the modern world
today, it seems as if (pardon the
repetition) the exercise of exercise
is one of futility.
I did not appreciate exercise
until I began to meditate.

The endeavors I often embark
on are ones of the mind. I love
to read, to learn new things, to
practice science and mathematics,
and to make art. Neither my body
nor my mind have ever felt to be
entities entirely within my control,
but practices of the mind have
always flowed more succinctly
from my motivations.
At the same time, however,
I struggle with mental illness.
Severe anxiety runs in my family,
like a marathon in every new
generation, yet I come from a
household unprepared for the
extremity of my condition. It’s not
unfair to say that I spend nearly as
many thoughts on monitoring my
mental health as I do on anything
else. When the alternatives can be
severe, you adapt to the fear; you
take any coping mechanisms which
serve you and run with them.
Thus, meditation comes into
play.
I remember reading the

“Upanishads’’ shortly after
graduating highschool. For those
unfamiliar, this is a Hindu text,
one of the central writings of the
religion, which describes in some
detail how to live a life of yoga,
in unison with the world around.
One central expectation of the
yogic life is that of meditation, or
exercise of the mind. I was very
inspired to learn meditation from a
trained professional after reading
the ”Upanishads,” yet for years was
scared to make the leap.
It actually was not until I began
my interest in pursuing film that I
finally decided to learn meditation.
My inspiration was “Eraserhead,”
or more specifically its director,
David Lynch. I was in awe of
Lynch’s ability to so superbly
translate his innermost thoughts
into art, and had to know how he
did it. I bought each of his books,
watched hours of his interviews
and binged “Twin Peaks” again.
The single thread I was able to pull
from this amalgamation of content
was his consistent emphasis on the
benefits of meditation, specifically
Transcendental Meditation (TM.)
TM is a reimagining of
traditional Hindu meditation
techniques, translated for the
modern world by physicist-turnedGuru, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi in
the mid-Twentieth Century. What

Beyond Comfort
Where is the best macaroni and cheese?

Macaroni and cheese are
a staple of comfort food. Soft
noodles mixed with melty cheesy

goodness, this dish needs no
help from any fancy spices or
presentation. Macaroni and cheese
is a great snack or meal all on
its own, which leaves only one
question:
Where can the best macaroni
and cheese be found?
I took this noble venture upon
myself to seek out the best noodle
dish, so that all may know where

to go to satisfy that itch only
cheese can scratch. I have tasted
a plethora of Macaronis on my
journeys, but none compare to
the one, the true… Noodles and
Company.
Noodles and Company’s
Wisconsin Mac & Cheese is the
best Macaroni dish in all of
Michigan. If you’re anything like
me, you’ve always wondered why

is especially fascinating about the
practice is its basis in science.
Numerous studies conducted on
practitioners of TM have found
that they are less averse to the
effects of stress. On average, they
are healthier, and more satisfied
with their lives. Neuroscientists
have even conducted lab studies on
those who practice the technique
and found that the activation
of neurons in the brains of
smeditators is much higher than in
the average brain.
As for how it feels, TM is better
than the best antidepressant.
It breaks down the monotony
of everyday life, shrinking the
cascade of negativity that comes
with its stressors. TM provides the
mind a home, in some respects.
When the mind knows it has a
place to return to, a place where it
may relax, the hell which lingers in
the shadow of everyday deprexiety
seems to melt away. Simply put,
life feels so much smaller, and
yet consciousness seems so much
larger.
I feel more empowered
than ever to pursue happiness.
Again, referring to its scientific
basis, experiencing TM is
experiencing literally a new state of

see ‘The Ocean Inside
Us All’ Page 15 >
there wasn’t a fast-food restaurant
for pasta and mac. Well friends,
let me tell you about Noodles and
Company.
This place has you covered, with
everything from their delectable
Three Cheese Tortellini Pesto,
savory Penne Rosa, and of course,
their flavorful, luscious Wisconsin
Mac & Cheese.
This dish is to die for.
Where many quick and easy
macaroni and cheeses simply use
melted Velveeta, or maybe white

see ‘Beyond Comfort’ Page 15 >
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Ocelot Opinions

For a further breakdown on Ocelot
Opinions, check out our YouTube
Channel.

Hosted by Marissa Getschman, Photos by Armando Saucedo

What is your
favorite childhood
memory?

“The spring or summer. Oh, I don’t
know, probably playing football. Little
league. And I played in high school. It
was always a good memory.”

Vincent Murray
Major: Criminal Justice

Probably learning the
saxophone for me, to be honest.
Learning that just pretty much got me
here and I don’t know, I’m very fond
of it.

“I like going up north to Canada
just to hang out with family and just
hanging out, basically.”

Abigail Stanley
Major: Health Administration

Ethan Lapasky
Major: Music
Entrepreneurship

‘THE OCEAN INSIDE US ALL’
continued from page 13

of consciousness. Almost like a
drug, without the consequences.
I learned TM from instructor,
or guru if you prefer, James
Cahaney at the Transcendental
Meditation center in Troy.
The center itself is beautifully
designed, the perfect place to
sit on a summer afternoon and
enjoy the air. Since then, I feel
as if my life has changed. I sit for
twenty minutes, twice a day, and
meditate. I feel my tensions ease,
and pathways to new ideas start to
form.
There’s a Bruce Lee quote that
I love: “When you pour water in a
cup, it becomes the cup. When you

pour water in a bottle, it becomes
the bottle. When you pour water
in a teapot, it becomes the teapot.
Water can drip and it can crash.
Become like water, my friend.”
This is what it feels like to
become water.
The mind is a muscle that
must be trained, meditation is its
exercise. I know now why people
spend their time running from
invisible predators and lifting
stones only to put them back
down. The purpose is training,
development and growth. It is
possible to train the mind in
such a way, and has been for me,
necessary to maintain mental

Photo courtesy of Vecteezy

health. I would recommend
the same to anyone. I believe
we might have a better world if
everyone knew TM.

“So there was a tornado warning and
I was outside playing with my twin
sister and so I picked them all up and
I remember the sirens just like blaring
at me. And I just went inside. I saw
my dog and then my mom looking
at the TV, I remember like the trees
were whipping everywhere. And I was
scared. I thought I was going to die.”

Hailey Price
Major: Art Therapy
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‘BEYOND COMFORT’
continued from page 13

cheddar if you’re lucky, Noodles
and Company does it like a heart
attack, blending a variety of
cheddar and jack cheeses to create
a spectacular, flavorful explosion
in your mouth. It’s a Wisconsin
party up here. Not only is the

melted and creamy cheese mixed
with that perfectly cooked-up
elbow macaroni, but these culinary
masterminds have given us more
than we deserve by sprinkling
extra shredded-cheese on top of
the dish; which melts into a rare

cheese crust that isn’t crispy, no,
but cheesy. If you’re really trying to
give your arteries a workout, this
fine establishment even offers the
option of extra cheese sauce.
This mac & cheese enthusiast is
beyond satisfied!
I’m saying this because I
care about you, the people: Do
yourselves a favor and visit
Noodles and Company. They

can be found right across the
Schoolcraft campus at 17931
Haggerty Rd, Northville, MI 48167.
The perfect stop for students
aiming to ease their test anxiety or
homework stress.
Have a delightful day, and make
it even better with a bowl of mac!

Check out our
winter sports
award winners!
See Sports pages 16 and
17.

Feeling bored?
Check out our Diversions
on page 18 to brighten
your day!

Looking to
advertise with
us?
Contact us at
734-462-4422 and email
at
sceditor@schoolcraft.
edu
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SPORTS
Winter sports Postseason awards

Story compiled by Lee-Elliott Napthen

MCCAA Honorable Mention
All-Eastern Conference honors.
Smith had a career high 14 blocks
versus Owens.
Jaurez,
Garner, and
Parish all
earned
MCCAA
Eastern
Conference
All-Freshman
team honors.

Samantha
Smith

Smith and
Garner both
received MCCAA Eastern
Conference All-Defensive team
honors. Smith was fifth in the
MCCAA in blocks with 56 totals.

Men’s Basketball Awards

Women’s Basketball
Awards

Guard
Catarina
Jaurez earned
an MCCAA
Second team
All-Eastern
Conference
honors. Jaurez
averaged 11.3
PPG, 3.5
Catarina Jaurez
assists per
game and shot over 40% for the
season.
Guard Ruby Garner earned an
MCCAA third All-Eastern
Conference team honors. Garner
averaged 9.2 PPG during the
season and the 7th highest FG% in

the Eastern Conference shooting
46% and
averaging 3.5
steals/game.

Ruby Garner

Heaven Rogers

Forward
Heaven
Rogers also
earned an
MCCAA
third team
All-Eastern
Conference
honors.
Rogers shot
the fourth
highest
percentage
in the MCCAA
with an
impressive 54
percent on

All photos courtesy of Schoolcraft College

The Schoolcraft Women’s Basketball
team captured the MCCAA Eastern
Conference regular season title.

Guard Keionte Cornelius received
MCCAA Second Team All-Eastern
Conference honors. Cornelius
finished second in the MCCAA in
scoring with
a staggering
25.6 PPG.

field goals as well as averaged 8.2
ppg and 7.5 rebounds per game.
Forward Eve Parrish earned an
MCCAA third team All-Eastern
Conference honors. Parrish
averaged 9.4 ppg and had the
second
highest field
goal
percentage
in the MCCAA
with over 55%.

Eve Parrish

Forward
Samantha
Smith earned

Keionte
Cornelius

Guard Jamoni
Jones received
MCCAA Third
Team
All-Eastern
Conference
honors. Jones
averaged 13.3
PPG.

Men’s and
Women’s
Bowling
Awards
Jamoni Jones

Tyler Brown
received the
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Photo courtesy of the Schoolcraft College Atheltics department.

The 2021-2022 men’s bowling team poses for a photo after one of their matches.

2022 NJCAA Region XII Men’s
Bowling All Region award. Brown
also won the Doubles Champions
honors with teammate Jim Knorp.
MCCAA first team honors. Brown
caps off an impressive season
with the prestigious honors of
being one of the best bowlers in
the entire MCCAA conference.
Kaylee Schoffler received the
2022 NJCAA Region XII
Women’s Bowling All-Region
award. Schoffler also won the

Doubles Champions with
teammate Rylan Owens. She
also received MCCAA first team
and MCCAA Freshman first team.
Schoffler made an immediate
impact on the hardwood, and was
one of the only true freshman
bowlers to receive the MCCAA
first team honors.
Allison Little was awarded the
NJCAA Region XII All Region
Singles Champion award.

Come visit us!
Student Activities is home
to several active clubs
(Black Student Union, Phi
Theta Kappa, Schoolcraft
Connection, etc.) Join or
create a club today!
Located in the Lower Waterman of the Vistatech Center.
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DIVERSIONS
Photo illustrations and Schoolcraft fun facts compiled by Sasha Spearman

Spring is in the Air
Enjoy these diversions, compliments of the
Schoolcraft Connection
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