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Sous Chef Allison White won the American Culinary Federation National Student Pastry Chef of the Year this past July. White shown here, 
poses with her awards and winning dishes. Check out her story in News on Page 2.
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National Student Pastry Chef of the Year Allison White. 
Photo by Izabella Allie  
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

From Noodles in Company chef to National 
Student Pastry Chef of the Year

Inspiration can come from anywhere, 
writers can find it from a shower room (King, 
On Writing) or a chef can find it in a grand-
parent who gobbled any desserts she brought 
home. Recent Culinary Arts graduate Alli-
son White was awarded the 2024 National 
Student Pastry Chef of the Year through the 
American Culinary Federation in July in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Her journey began in 2013, when she was 
twelve years old, when her grandma signed 

her up for the Kids on Campus; attending 
the cupcake decorating program. However, 
White’s career journey didn’t immediately 
start within the kitchens of the culinary arts 
program, but instead with graphic arts. White 
was dual enrolled with Schoolcraft and Specs 
Howard, earning degrees in graphic design 
and broadcast communications. While at-
tending Schoolcraft she would walk past the 
culinary kitchen and gaze at the culinary stu-
dents in their crisp white uniforms, wishing 
she could once again be in the kitchen. 

During the pandemic, at eighteen, White 
was working for Noodles and Company. At 
that same time Michigan began offering 
the free tuition program called “Futures for 
Frontliners.” White decided to take advantage 
of the program and made the career change 
enrolling into the  Schoolcraft Culinary Arts 
program. 

Cooking is something that White loves, 
though during the segment that covered 
baking and pastries with Chef Joseph Deck-
er, who retired in April 2023. She found her 
inspiration through his teachings and real-
ized she could express her love of art through 
unique desserts. 

“I am artistic through my food, I get to 
create art that people get to eat, instead of 
reading the menu I designed,” said White.

White found that feeding people is some-
thing she loves deeply. She remembers that 
before the passing of her beloved grandpar-
ents, she would bring home desserts for them. 
They were her dessert people and always 
encouraged her to enter the pastry program.

 “Those two are the reason I am doing this 
[Culinary Arts and competitions]. I would 
bring them the desserts I made, they loved 
eating them,” said White. 

Her grandma, who passed one month 

before she competed in regionals held at the 
Culinary Institute in 
Port Huron, Mich-
igan, would always 
call White her shin-
ing star. 

White most cer-
tainly proved she is a 
shining star when she 
won the nationals in 
Phoenix Arizona this 
past July, earning 
herself the title National Student Pastry Chef 
of the Year.

She won by creating a Sacher Torte made 
with pistachio shortbread, gluten free choco-
late cake, an apricot mousse with a chocolate 
glaze and an apricot sorbet. White believes 
the winning dish though, was her Peach and 
Plum Strudel.

“The pastry dough was probably about 
eight feet long,” said White.

During the competition she was surprised 
when she received the mystery ingredient, 
balsamic vinegar. That didn’t stop her from 
finding inspiration to make a blueberry bal-
samic compote, adding to her dish a pecan 
cookie crumble along with a sour cream and 
brown sugar ice cream. 

Behind the scenes, White faced great 
adversity with her cake layers for the Sacher 
Torte. The Friday before the competition, one 
item that was allowed to be premade was her 
cake layers. White received help from many 
resources on campus, one being the Welding 
Department in which Professor Coley Mc-
Lean created custom cake pans for the flight 
from Michigan to Arizona. Unfortunately, 
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Sous Chef Allison White’s dishes and awards accompanied with her medals. Photo by 
Jess Michael.

From Noodles in Company chef to National 
Student Pastry Chef of the Year

during the cross country flight, the cake layers 
lost their original density. 

Accompanying White to Phoenix was her 
mentor, Chef Heather Moore, CMB, CEPC. 
When they arrived in Arizona, they opened 
the cooler to begin setting up the cart for the 
competition and discovered the layers took on 
an appearance of almost raw. 

They came up with several possible plans 
including baking the cake layers in a toaster 
oven in their hotel room, making the cake lay-
ers in her one hour block she is given during 
the competition or contacting Schoolcraft 
President Dr. Cerny and taking him up on 
the offer that they had ironically joked about 
before leaving. Before leaving for the competi-
tion, White and Moore joked with Cerny that 
if anything happened, they could go to his 
home in Arizona. 

Filled with hope, Moore made the call 
and asked if they could come to his home and 
bake the cake layers. “Dr. Cerny’s wife came 
in clutch, she had everything I needed. They 

really helped me 
out,” said White.

Her grandpar-
ents and Dr. Cerny’s 
family were not the 
only support and 
inspiration she had 
while preparing for 
nationals. Her par-
ents, who are hard 
workers, always en-
couraged White to 
put her all into what 
she was doing. 

The days before 
the competition, 
White’s mother 
could be found in the 
Schoolcraft kitchens 
washing the dishes while she was honing in 
her skills for the upcoming competition. “She 
loves doing the dishes and that was great 
because I hate doing them.” Her mother was 
there to show her support in any way that she 
could.

White’s advice to all aspiring pastry chefs 
out there, “always give it 100 percent, don’t 
ever think that you’re at the best you’re going 

to be. Always keep learning, keep doing what 
you love.”

One day, White hopes to work on Mack-
inac Island as an executive pastry chef. 
However, for now, she will spend the next 
year staying at Schoolcraft, working on her 
desserts. She will continue to work on pas-
tries,working towards more certificates and 
one day earning the title master pastry chef.

Tuesday September 24th
4.30 PM- 6PM

Lower VisTatech building 

Call Student Activities for more info
734-462-4422

International Student Organization 

welcome eventwelcome event

Invites you

Food and drinks will be provided 

Join us for a afternoon of fun and games 
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Career Mentorship and 
Placement Office  

hours of operations
                    

       Fall & Winter 
Monday – Friday

9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Livonia Main Campus
Jeffress Center, Suite JC340

734-462-4421

The goal of every graduate is to find a 
job in the field they have studied. However, 
sometimes, that can be a challenging 
task. Schoolcraft has made it a priority to 
assist students and the community in that 
journey. 

This fall, Schoolcraft launched the 
Career Mentorship and Placement office, 
formerly known as Career Services, and 
moved the department to a new location. 
Prior to this launch, Career Services was 
a student resource for on-campus job 
opportunities and future career planning 
found in McDowell Center. Now located on 
the third floor of the Jeffress Center, room 
JC340, the office has taken on a whole new 
role for students and the community. 

 “We are trying to focus more on the end 
result of why students are pursuing college 
in the first place,” said Sharon Christian, 
Director of Workforce Mentorship and 
Placement, referring to the new focus of 
what the services are geared towards in the 
Career Mentorship and Placement Office. 

Students at Schoolcraft have the 
freedom of choosing their interest of study 
at the college. Whether it is to get their 
preferred career, to change a prior career or 
even to meet a career goal by transferring 
onto a four-year university. 

With that in mind the Career 
Mentorship and Placement has shifted its 
focus into two pathways, as resources for 
students and community members. The 
first focus, is to the mentorship of students 
while studying and placement for students 
post degree. Focusing on meeting each 
individual’s needs and working with them 
to create a specific plan that guides them 

towards their personal goal. Mentorship, 
being one of the key aspects of the 
program, has been formed to gear students 
towards partnering up with and exploring 
different potential careers. This may 
look like students meeting with someone 
in their desired field once a month and 
learning about how they got to where the 
professionals are now. 

Many people in the work field from 
many varying jobs are involved with 
mentoring students. This specific path 
of guidance builds connections between 
students as well as opens new connections 
in different areas of work. Building these 
connections through the program’s 
mentorship has led to local internships and 
job opportunities in the past. 

Placement, another one of the 
program’s key aspects, focuses more on job 
placement, both in school and postgraduate 
for students. Office Staff will assist with 
resume and interview preparation, 
connections to recruiters and access to job 
fairs along with job boards on the college 
network. 

In the surrounding community, many 
local employers can contact students 
from Schoolcraft offering them post-
schooling job opportunities and internships 
throughout the year. Students who are 
working to plan out their future academic 
and career path, can make a meeting with 
the Career Mentorship and Placement 
office.

The Career Mentorship and Placement 
office hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and are meetings by appointments 
only for the time being. These services 
are free and open to everyone. All 
appointments are 30 minute time slots. 

To schedule for in person, or remote 
meeting using Microsoft Bookings go to 
https://outlook.office365.com/book/
CareerServicesIntroductoryAppointment@
schoolcraftcollege.onmicrosoft.com/.

 The Career Mentorship and Placement 
student resource helps everyone reach 
their goals for their academic and 
professional career. Make sure to take 
advantage of this career resource today.

 For more information or questions 
regarding the services offered, call 734-
462-4421 or email careerservices@
schoolcraft.edu.

 

 New name, expanded service
Career Mentorship and Placement office aims to connect job seekers with employers

AMELIA CURTIS
STAFF WRITER
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Schoolcraft Police Lieutenant Matthew Mayes speaks about how the college is taking 
a proactive response to helping our students by having Narcan available on campus. 
Photo by Tala Wehbe.

JESS MICHAEL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Be first to respond

Even in the year 2024, and all the infor-
mation about opioids and other drugs, we 
are still in the throes of a drug epidemic. 
According to the Health Resources & Ser-
vices Administration’s website (hrsa.gov), 
it is estimated that over 130 people die per 
day of an opioid related overdose. Many of 
those overdoses are teens and college aged 
individuals. 

Access to Narcan has never been more 
important, with Schoolcraft realizing this; 
they took the initiative to keep our campus 
safe with the free Narcan distribution box-
es. These boxes are available next to the au-
tomated external defibrillator or AED. The 
Rescue Boxes can be found at the following 
locations on campus: Trinity Sports Dome 
lobby near the Reception Desk, Physical 
Education Building main hallway near the 
AED, Vistatech Main Street hallway outside 
of Henry’s near the AED, Vistatech Hall-
way near the Diponio Room, Lower-level 
Waterman/Student Activities area near the 
Food Pantry and the main hallway of the 
Manufacturing & Engineer Center near the 
AED, 13001 Merriman.

If you are unfamiliar with what Narcan 
is and what it does, it is a life saving nasal 
spray that helps open up the receptors by 
blocking the effects of the drug and restores 
the ability to breathe. Narcan provides 
detailed instructions on the box itself; while 
FAN has a couple three minute videos on 
how to administer as well. 

Narcan is ad-
ministered similarly 
like any other nasal 
spray, you put the 
nozzle in the person’s 
nose and spray. If the 
person does not re-
spond, you can spray 
a second dosage. You 
cannot overdose on 
Narcan and there are 
small side effects, such 
as headache. It is not 
dangerous and cannot 
harm animals or young children. 

Schoolcraft Police Lieutenant Matthew 
Mayes, stated that he saw many drug relat-
ed overdoses during his decades as a law 
enforcement officer for the Northville police 
department and wanted to take a proactive 
response on campus regarding this issue.

“Here at the college, we take a proactive 
response to helping our students and this is 
one more thing we can use in our arsenal of 
safety,” said Mayes. 

Though incidents of needing an AED 
are rarely needed on campus, it is always 
good to have access in case someone has 
overdosed and is in need of life saving 
Narcan. Mayes speaks to this with the story 
of the recent incident of a PPL student 
that had a cardiac incident and was able to 
receive lifesaving care because of the AED 
being close by. 

The Narcan and AEDs are available in 
almost every building on the Schoolcraft 
Campus. Schoolcraft noticed that other 

higher education facilities were providing 
free Narcan and the college jumped on the 
opportunity, getting in touch with FAN 
[Families Against Narcotics].

“They graciously came out, and present-
ed the program to us, putting it together 
very quickly,” says Mayes. 

This program was received well by most 
on campus. When people notice the distri-
bution boxes, they speak in support of the 
free access to the lifesaving nasal spray. 

Anyone is welcome to grab a box and 
bring it home or keep some in their office. 
The boxes are refilled by the police depart-
ment when they notice that the distribution 
boxes are getting low. FAN states that they 
are not only for medical or police staff. 
They are also not just for incidents on cam-
pus, but it is encouraged for anyone who 
would like to have the Narcan, in case of an 
emergency. 

Health and safety is in everyone’s  
best interest connect job seekers  
with employers
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Narcan kit located next to the food pantry in the Vistatech 
basement. Photo by Pili Estevez.

The Learning Center at Schoolcraft 
is a fantastic resource for students 
looking to improve their academic 
skills. 

The Center, located at the Bradner 
Library, offers a variety of services 
such as tutoring, writing, language 
support and success coaching. All 
aimed at assisting students in ex-
celling in their courses and enhanc-
ing their self-confidence.

One of the main services offered is 
tutoring. Subjects such as biology, 
chemistry, physics and math can be 
tricky for many students. The Learn-
ing Center’s tutors are students 
knowledgeable in these areas who 
have taken the classes. They are 
always ready to help students work 
through tough problems, under-
stand difficult concepts and prepare 
for exams.

Another great feature of the Learn-
ing Center is its writing support. 
Whether you’re working on a re-
search paper for a psychology 
class, a lab report for biology or 

even a creative writing project, the 
tutors help refine ideas, organize 
thoughts and polish the final prod-
uct. 

 Beyond academic tutoring, the 
Learning Center also offers success 
coaching. This service is designed 
to help students develop the skills 
needed to succeed in college and 
beyond. Success coaches work 
with students offering advice and 
strategies tailored to each student’s 
unique situation whether it’s tips on 
time management, setting goals, 
improving study habits or preparing 
for tests.

The Learning Center at Schoolcraft 
College is much more than a place 
to get help with homework. It’s a 
supportive environment where stu-
dents can build the skills and con-
fidence they need to succeed. It’s 
a valued resource and they are all 
about helping students reach their 
full potential, both in the classroom 
and beyond.

Alexia is the Service Desk lead. She 
takes care of the flow of people and 
keeps the office organized. She is the 
first and last face you see at the Learning 
Center. 

Cayden is the STEM tutor lead. He 
primarily tutors math, accounting and 
Spanish. 

Emily is the lead writing tutor. She 
covers writing classes, covering mostly 
all of the classes at Schoolcraft. 

Do you have questions related to the Learning Center 
or looking for tips from our leads? Complete the QR 
and they will be answered in the future edition.

When asked about if there was anything 
Mayes would like to say to students or 
anyone who is struggling with addiction, he 
commented “there is no judgment to take 
one of these proactively for a family mem-
ber or friend and they take it off campus, 
that is their purpose. It is understood that 
students and staff have a life off campus; 
But if we can help someone who is related 
to the Schoolcraft family, then we are all for 
it. It’s a non-judgment thing.” 

Mayes hopes to see another program 

done by FAN come to Schoolcraft soon 
called Hope not Cuffs. It is a program that 
helps those who do have a drug addiction 
can be referred to FAN’s services and a 
counseling program; it is currently in the 
works. 

As we witness Schoolcraft taking on a 
progressive outlook at those who are strug-
gling, it leaves one with great anticipation 
to see what else is in store for the School-
craft family. For more information on Nar-
can go to www.Narcan.com/resources.

‘Be first to respond” 
cont’d from page 6>
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Linguistic club members Nina, Izzy Varble and President Sam Varble figuring out puzzle on Langle. Photo by Jess 
Michael.

Connected by language
Linguistics club aims to break down the science of language

In February of 2024, Linguistics Club 
President, Sam Varble had the idea of forming 
a group after hearing many people speaking 
about language, they identified that many did 
not have the language to explain. 

“I heard a ton of people talking about 
linguistics and not really having the language 
to convey what they were talking about,” said 
Varble.

Though they do not have a particular advi-
sor for the group, they do have many professors 
who contribute their input such as Professor 
Warden, Professor Moore, and Dr. Suess. 

 A benefit to this club is you can attend 
virtually and in-person. Usually, they start the 
meeting with a game called Langle. Langle will 
give you a passage from a language, then you 
have to analyze it to discover where it comes 
from. Typically, guesses will give you a percent-
age of how close you are geographically to the 
location of the spoken language. 

 Varble worked with group members to 
make a discord that they use to pass on infor-

mation, but mostly funny language memes. A 
particularly funny meme, is the backstory of 
the Triscuit cracker. Typically, people would 
think this name means tri biscuit. But in fact, it 
means electricity biscuit. The reason it was giv-
en this name is because it was the first commer-
cial bread, baked in an electric oven. This is just 
one of the many fascinating topics that Varble 
has covered in their club. 

Varble currently works in the Learning 
Center and wants to teach. For right now, they 
are finishing their associates at Schoolcraft. 
This will allow them to substitute teach, while 
continuing on a higher education. They are pas-
sionate about anything pertaining to linguis-
tics from Arabic, which is one of their favorite 
languages, to sign language. 

Someone who had joined had asked for a 
specific topic about non-spoken languages. The 
group explored Plains Indian Sign Language 
(PISL). It was created not for people who have 
trouble hearing or as a way to have lingua 
franca [common language between Native 

speakers] for multiple tribes. It helped connect 
tribes from all over the world. Varble is open to 
exploring any ideas people have. 

Since the subject of linguistics is very vast, 
there are a plethora of avenues the group can 
explore. 

“We do a lot of different activities in a new 
kind of area everyday, linguistics is so vast” said 
Varble. 

Varble goes on to explain that sometimes 
learning about Linguistics can be done in 
unconventional ways. Members watched an ep-
isode of star trek and analyzed, it as they spoke 
only in metaphors. This particular episode is 
“Darmok” Season 5 episode 2. 

Being a part of this club definitely helps 
others connect, plus it is fun and you can meet 
many different people. The Linguistics club will 
be connecting with Cultural Coffee Connections 
as often as possible. The Cultural Coffee Con-
nection is run by the International Learning 
Support, ILS, to help support international 
students that attend class at Schoolcraft. 

The best part about linguistics is that we are 
all connected in some way. It’s fascinating to 
learn how we are connected through language. 

“Whenever we discover how two different 
languages connect, it brings up a new question; 
why are these connected?” said Varble.

Varble explains further that around forty 
two languages pronounce pineapple, ananas. 
Including Spanish, French, German and Arabic. 
Between all these different cultures and lan-
guages, they pronounce it mostly the same. 

Varble encourages those who are interested 
in joining to please reach out through their dis-
cord; the QR code that connects to their discord 
is on their flyers located on billboards around 
campus. With any questions for Varble you can 
email the club, scclinguistics@gmail.com. 

The club meets every Thursday for the fall 
semester, unless otherwise noted. The next club 
meeting will be Sept. 19, they will be covering 
jokes and wordplay. All are welcome.

JESS MICHAEL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Page 8 | September 16 2024      schoolcraftconnection.com





CAMPUS & CLUB EVENTS (All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted)(All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted)

Illustration by Michelle Edgerton

School Daze Fall Festival
September 16 and 17
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Trinity Elite Sports Center

Join us for Let’s Play School Daze 
Fall Festival! Some of the attractions 
will include the following: Club Fair 
offered up by our student organi-
zations, Campus Resources, Well-
ness Fair coordinated by the Hinkle 
Student Resource Center, Market-
place with local businesses and the 
Transfer College Section.

Fall Mela 2024
September 21
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Vistatech Center, DiPonio 
Room
FREE Admission

The Asian Student Association pres-
ents Fall Mela 2024. Bring friends 
and family and join us for a fun and 
immersive cultural experience! Pop 
in for a minute or stay the whole day! 
Clothing and Jewelry, Home Decor, 
rRefreshments and fFood, Face 
Painting and more! All are welcome.

Flag Football Under the 
Lights

September 22
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Outdoor Soccer Field

Join the Flag Football Club for some 
flag football games under the lights. 
All are welcome.

Blood Drive
September 24 & 25
10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Lower Level, Vistatech Center

Stronger Together. Join us for the Fall 
2024 Blood Drive. Walk-ins are wel-
come, as schedule allows. Appoint-
ments preferred. Call 866-642-5663 
or visit versiti.org/mi. As a thank you, 
donors will get a $10 E-Gift Card to a 
restaurant or shop of their choice.

Cider and Donuts
September 24
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Lower Level, Vistatech Center
Stop by and grab some cider and 
donuts provided by the Student Ac-
tivities Board, while supplies last. 

Earth and Geoscience 
Club Fall Semester  
General Meeting

September 24
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Forum Building • F360

Students interested in the Earth and 
Geoscience Club should join this 
meeting, which will cover introduc-
tions and, information on field trips. 

Pageturners presents 
- Proof: A Play by David 
Auburn
Book Discussion
September 24
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
BTC120

Join Pageturners for its September 
Book Discussion on Proof: A Play. 
One of the most acclaimed plays of 
its time, Proof is a work that explores 
the unknowability of love as much as 
it does the mysteries of science.

Caramel apple dipping
September 25
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Lower Level, Vistatech Center

Join us to create delicious caramel 
apple treats for you to take home!

Pageturners Movie 
Screening of Proof (2005)
September 26
2:30 p.m.
MC100 B&C

Join Pageturners for a movie screen-
ing of Proof. Proof is about the 
daughter of a brilliant but mentally 
disturbed mathematician, recently 
deceased, tries to come to grips with 
her possible inheritance: his insanity. 
Complicating matters are one of her 
father’s ex-students, who wants to 
search through his papers., Hand her 
estranged sister, who shows up to 
help settle his affairs. Starring Gwyn-
eth Paltrow, Anthony Hopkins, Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Hope Davis.
 

Rec Night
October 3
9 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Fitness Center, Physical Edu-
cation  
Building

The Fitness Center is open late! 
Come by for a late-night workout, to 
play your favorite rec sports, enjoy 
snacks and refreshments, and more! 
Open to the community, so bring a 
friend, all are welcome.
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Open to all. Bring your
friends, it’s FREE! 

Pickleball
Volleyball

Basketball
Racquetball

Fitness Floor

ARE YOU A
FITNESS CENTER
MEMBER?
Schoolcraft Credit
Students get a free
Fitness Center
membership. Sign up at
the Front Desk today!

 ECG Fossil Hunt
October 5
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Sylvania, 
Ohio
Registration required by 
Sept. 24

The Earth and Geoscience Club is 
going on a fossil hunt in Northern, 
Ohio. Join us as we dig for fossils 
from the Devonian Period and let’s 
travel 400 million years into the 
past! Those interested must reg-
ister and attend the informational 
meeting on Sept.September 24 at 
4:30 p.m. in Room F360 inon the 
Forum Building.

The Civility Project with 
Nolan Finley and  
Stephen Henderson

October 7
11 a.m. - Noon
Kehrl Auditorium, Vistatech 
Center
 
Americans are best when they 
engage in civil conversations 
with people of opposing views, 
but today many feel they can’t be 
friends with those whose politics 
are different. The Civility Project 
is changing that. Come join us 
to learn from these two thought 
leaders.
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The Juice is loose!
Iconic bio exorcist is revived on the big screen

ELIZABETH LUX 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Stirring up mischief thirty-six years 
after the iconic film “Beetlejuice” rocked the 
industry, idiosyncratic Director Tim Bur-
ton’s highly anticipated sequel “Beetlejuice 
Beetlejuice” arrives to take fans into the 
afterlife once again. 

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” was released 
on September 6, 2024. It follows actress 
Wynona Rider reprising her role as Lydia 
Deetz, who is now an adult with a daughter, 
returning to her hometown for her father’s 
funeral. The plot thickens when Deetz gets 
engaged at her father’s memorial to a pe-
culiar new man named Rory, who is played 
by actor Justin Theroux. However, things 
swiftly take a dark turn for her daughter As-
trid, played by Jenna Ortega. Deetz is then 
forced to seek the help of esteemed actor 
Michael Keaton, returning as the iconic bio 
exorcist named Beetlejuice.

With actress Monica Bellucci as his ex-
wife Delores on a lethal hunt to find him, 
the juice decides to help. Always at a price, 
of course.

While the film was marginally interest-
ing, the plot felt rushed and quickly be-
came predictable. It featured subplots that 
crowded each other, when they could have 

been simplified to allow more embellish-
ment of Beetlejuice and Delores. The film 
also vaguely explains what happened to the 
Maitland’s from the first film, leaving view-
ers with unanswerable questions that many 
had hoped would be answered. 

The acting of the cast overall was admi-
rable. 

Ortega really steals the spotlight, as she 
perfectly melted into the Deetz family. Sim-
ilarly, her character provides great comedic 
relief through a decent supply of funny and 
sarcastic quips. Keaton did a respectable 
job at reprising his role, although his char-
acter seemed to be targeting a more adult 
audience with increased profanity and adult 
themes. 

Dafoe provides some excellent come-

dic relief as the head of the afterlife police 
force. However, his overall character design 
was not portrayed well. He seemed like 
more of a filler character, sporting an unre-
alistic costume and a story that needed far 
more depth.

Bellucci, another notable actor, did a 
wonderful job portraying Delores. Her cos-
tume was beautiful, and her overall design 
was macabrely superb, but her story also 
lacked serious depth. Regrettably, the worst 
character design was Charles. His costume 
looked intentionally unreal, with a death 
that severely lacked originality.  

Several scenes did not work, with some 

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” 
Genre: Horror, Comedy 

Released: September 6, 2024 
Runtime: 1 hr 44 min 

Streaming: In theaters 
Rating: 6 / 10 stars 

See ‘The Juice is loose!”’ 
page 13>
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Sara’s Corner
Sometimes being more expressive than writing 

articles, Sara Mallory shares some of her 
transformative-themed poetry.

unfortunately sporting below average spe-
cial effects. Specifically, the animation of 
Charles’ death being very poorly done. 
Similarly, the animation of the briefly re-
turning sandworm was arguably worse than 
the first film. Just as inadequate was the 
engagement scene. It displayed a dramat-
ic overhaul to Deetz personality through a 
cringeworthy scene, showing her to be more 
submissive and tempestuous than the previ-
ous film.

Woefully, the ending was equally unfa-
vorable. Right when viewers thought the 
plot had closed, the final scene leaves them 
confused. It left room for a sequel, com-
pletely contradicting the previous scene. 

On a more positive note, the cinema-
tography was excellent. Returning fans and 
new viewers alike will enjoy the opening of 
the film, as the soaring camera angles glide 
through the fictional town of Winter River. 
The smooth cinematography also follows 
Astrid on her bike ride through town, re-
sembling Deetz’ comparable scene in the 
first film. The traditional elements of the 
afterlife waiting room, the Deetz family 
home and the bridge where the Maitland’s 
had their accident in the first film were also 
impeccably captured.

This unique film features several themes, 
namely social media in modern popular 
culture. Burton pervades the plot with this 
concept, almost to the degree of vexing. 

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” eloquently em-
braces a few additional nostalgic elements 
from the first film, notably the old village in 

the attic where Beetlejuice lives which has 
been perfectly preserved as if no time had 
passed at all. 

The Handbook for the Recently De-
ceased also makes its grand appearance, 
albeit in a way that grants an insightful 
prediction into the plot that diminishes its 
mystery. 

Overall, this film did not live up to its ex-
pectations, earning a 6 out of 10. The story 
sounds great, but it could have been exe-
cuted much better. It was mildly entertain-
ing, needed more focus on Beetlejuice and 
Delores, better special effects and a more 
thoughtful ending. 

See for yourself how the juice got loose 
but keep your expectations low and prepare 
to walk away speechless, one way or another 
at least. Check out “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice” 
at your local theaters, only if you dare...

‘The Juice is loose!” 
cont’d from page 12>

     schoolcraftconnection.comPage 13 | September 16, 2024

Check out our no-
strings-attached Discord  

for language memes,  
 club updates, and more!  

Linguistics Club!

QUESTIONS?
Contact us at

scclinguistics@gmail.com

September 3 

Tuesdays 11-12 in L110 (the 

International Learning Support 

room in Bradner Library)

September 12

October 3 

September 26 

September 19

Slang and Swear Words

October 10 

October 17

Dying Languages Day: Revival 

Jokes and Wordplay 

How to Build a Crossword (Puzzle Day) 

Conlangs 

Etymology 

Poetry and Music Day Part 2

Bring your questions, your ideas, and an open mind!



Survival in the darkness

NOAH MOORE
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

“Five Nights At Freddy’s: Into the Pit” is a frightening adventure that  
mixes suspense with chilling twists

Given the high-quality experiences that the 
Five Nights at Freddy’s series has consistently 
delivered, “FNAF: Into the Pit” challenges those 
elevated expectations. This latest series aims to 
uphold the franchise’s reputation for produc-
ing intense and immersive horror. This review 
seeks to help gamers understand how well “Into 
the Pit” stacks up against its predecessors, ex-
amining its narrative depth, gameplay mechan-
ics, and overall scare factor. 

Whether a long-time fan or new to the 
series, you will discover this latest video game 
that meets the high standards set by the FNAF 
legacy. The game takes place around the year of 
1996. The player plays as a kid named Oswald, 
who wishes his town and life weren’t boring. 

It all changes when he explores a ball pit 
at an old, run-down open pizzeria and finds 
himself in the past. However, not everything is 
what it seems when his deepest desire to find 
his father comes with an unexpected cost.

The game plays out in a 2D side-scrolling 
game, which allows the player to move laterally 
from left and right or vice versa depending on 
where the player wants to move. Oswald tries 
to escape and find his father, but he is being 
stalked and hunted by The Creature. If it catch-
es the player, the game is over. You can try to 

hide from the enemy by hiding in various spots 
including the vents, but you will have to deal 
with spiders crawling down the ceiling.

Cabinets are another way to hide, but Os-
wald must try to stay out of the line of sight of 
the enemy, as the enemy paces back and forth. 
While Oswald is running around trying to find 
his father, he must find items to help him open 
rooms. These rooms could have additional 
items that could help him find his father. In 
some rooms, the player may need to help kids 
trapped by The Creature.

Some items that the player could find while 
searching the rooms are a sticky hand which 
helps them to reach high places or arcade to-
kens which allows the player to get other items 
that can help them to create a distraction in 
another room allowing a clean getaway. 

The enemy can create traps that are ani-
matronics which will make the game harder 

when the player comes in contact with one of 
the animatronics, when near one it will play a 
sound cue alerting the enemy, where the player 
is, giving them less time to try and hiding from 
the enemy even if the player thinks they are 
safe from the enemy.

The game tends to emphasize atmospheric 
tension and unsettling visuals over the in-
tense, in-your-face scares in the main series. 
It still has its share of jump-scares and creepy 
moments, but it’s often considered to be less 
terrifying compared to the core games. 

The overall scare factor is more about main-
taining a sense of dread and unease rather than 
delivering constant shocks, getting a rating of 
9.5 out of 10. 

If one wants a brain teaser for an adventure 
all in one, then this game is well worth it.

“Five Nights At Freddy’s: Into the Pit”
Initial release date: August 7, 2024
Platforms: PlayStation 4, PlayStation 
5, Xbox One and Series S|X & PC
Mode: Singleplayer, First Person, Side 
Scrolling Adventure
Genres: Horror adventure, Puzzle 
game, Survival Horror
Rating: 9.5 out of 10
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“Criminal Minds” for the young adult

SARA MALLORY
STAFF WRITER

These cold cases just got a little warmer

Ever heard of judging a book by its cov-
er? This book has. 

In the world of “The Naturals,” there are 
those who exist to be profiled and those who 
exist to profile. Behavior, personality and 
environment: three things critical to every 
profiler’s toolkit and something our titular 
hero Cassandra (Cassie) Hobbes knows too 
well. 

Cassie is only 17 when the FBI comes 
knocking on her door with a proposal: join 
her fellow Naturals or never find out more 
about her mothers untimely demise. With 
good will and worse intentions, Cassie joins 
the secretive program and flies out to Vir-

ginia where she meets the rest of our cast: 
Dean, Lia, Micheal and Solone. Together, 
they encompass The Naturals program run 
by Agents Briggs and Locke. 

The catch? The underage consultants 
are only allowed to work cold cases and are 
barred from touching active ones. But, in 
this field, danger looms around every cor-
ner. No matter how secure the FBI thinks 
they are, Cassie finds herself in a dangerous 
game of cat and mouse with a killer where 
both sides are playing to win. 

“The Naturals” delves into the connec-
tion between the characters and the mystery 
at hand. Everything is intertwined; even 
the smallest of detail can make the biggest 
impact. Despite this, the novel was very pre-
dictable and borderline cliche. But, that does 
not mean the book cannot still be enjoyed. 

The plot and one of the main hooks of 
the book involves a love triangle between 
Dean, Micheal and Cassie. This book most-
ly focuses on setting that plot point up 
rather than resolving it. Overall, the book 
is a short but fun and thrilling read that 
gets 3.5 out of 5 stars. 

The story continues in “Killer Instinct,” 
as “The Naturals” remains the first book of 
the tetralogy. 

The Naturals
Author: Jennifer Lynn Barnes
Genres: YA mystery, thriller, fiction
Originally published: Nov. 5th, 2013
Trigger warnings: Gun violence, general 
violence
RATING: 3.5/5
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Sometimes we need an easy meal and sometimes we need to use what we have. 
This recipe has ingredients that mostly come from the food pantry located in 
VistaTech basement, or can be purchased at the dollar store or have low cost 
options. 

Ingridients:
One package of spaghetti (Cooked to al dente) 
One can of tomato sauce
One can of diced tomatoes
Onion powder
Garlic powder
Worcestershire sauce
Butter 
Shredded cheese of choice (I used sharp cheddar 
and shredded it myself)
Parmesan Cheese 

Directions:
Cook the pasta
Combine both cans of sauce 
and diced tomatoes along with all the seasonings and butter. 
Combine both spaghetti and sauce and mix together. Put 
half into a baking dish and spread both cheeses. Place the 
second half of the spaghetti on top of the cheese. Add the 
remaining cheese and broil for 5-10 minutes. Depending on 
your preference. Stay close to your dish while in the oven to 
prevent burning. Enjoy! JESS MICHAEL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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2024-25 Schoolcraft Women's Soccer Schedule

Print

Date Event Notes Time Results Links

August

Fri. 9 Lawrence Tech # Final W, 1-0

Fri. 16 Madonna # Final L, 2-1

Fri. 23 Schoolcraft College Final W, 2-1 Video  Box Score  Recap

Sun. 25 Schoolcraft College Final L, 6-0 Box Score  Recap

Fri. 30 Prairie State College Final W, 9-0 Box Score  Recap  Photos

September

Next Event

Fri. 13 Grand Rapids Community College 1:00 PM EDT

Sun. 15 Lakeland Community College 2:00 PM EDT

Wed. 18 Schoolcraft College * 4:30 PM EDT

Fri. 20 #15 Kellogg Community College * 2:30 PM EDT

Fri. 27 Terra State Community College 1:00 PM EDT

October

Wed. 2 Schoolcraft College * 12:00 PM EDT

Fri. 4 Owens Community College 1:00 PM EDT

Wed. 9 Lake Michigan College * 1:00 PM EDT

Type All Venue All Season 2024

OVERALL

2-1
Pct
.667

CONF

0-0
Pct

.000

STREAK

Won 1
HOME

1-0
AWAY

1-1
NEUTRAL

0-0

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM

Photos courtesy of Summer Sultana/Schoolcraft Athletics

WOMEN’S SOCCER TEAM MEN’S SOCCER TEAM
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EDITORIAL
THE COLLECTIVE PEN

We all begin as new students, 
and we may not know all the ins and 
outs of college. Either you are freshly 
graduated from high school or have 
begun a new chapter in your life; 
whatever path you are currently on, 
the ins and outs of college are im-
portant know-hows. 

The Editorial staff at the Connec-
tion wanted to express some points 
we wished we would have known 
when we were new students. The 
following is our advice to those first 
timers on how to be successful on 
their journey here.

The Learning Center
Something that is spoken about 

many times by our classmates or 
professors, is the Learning Center. 
Located in the Bradner Library, they 
have tutors that help with many 
subjects. Along with writing, math 
and many other subjects; they also 

have different options for aid such as 
remote peer review and virtual drop-
ins. This does not cost extra for any 
Schoolcraft student, this is covered 
under your tuition. 

On-Campus Student
 Employment 
On-campus jobs is another of the 

many advantages Schoolcraft has 
to offer. Many students are already 
so busy with their schedules, that 
an on-campus job could make life a 
little easier. To explore the available 
options for getting an on campus job 
you can contact 

studentemployment@school-
craft.edu. 

See ‘The 
Collective Pen”’ 

page 19>
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Connect with your 
Professors
However, it’s not always 

about the resources, sometimes 
it’s about finding the right com-
munity to support you while you 
navigate college. Speaking to 
your professors after class, even 
if it is just for help. Many pro-
fessors are very willing to speak 
to you, plus sometimes they can 
help you network for particular 
career paths you are interested 
in. This can also lead you to the 
many clubs and events that are 
available to help you find your 
community. 

Get involved
The Student Activities Office 

has over thirty clubs and orga-
nizations to offer Schoolcraft 
students. These clubs include 
Linguistics Club, International 
Student Organization and so 
much more. Qr codes can be 
found on flyers that take you di-
rectly to the many clubs School-
craft hosts. You can head over 
to the Schoolcraft website and 
search clubs. 

Relax and Unwind
Our last resource that many 

students may not know exists, is 
in the Vistatech basement. This 
location holds a hub of resourc-
es called the Student Activities 

Office. There, you can find access 
to the food pantry with no strings 
attached. In the basement there 
are many seating areas for stu-
dents to study at, or classmates 
to sit with each other and hang 
out. On the other side is locat-
ed the media, there are gaming 
consoles and a theater where 
you can watch movies. While 
watching a movie you can grab a 
free fresh bag of popcorn. Who 
doesn’t love free popcorn!

The Connection editors hope 
this collection of our voices helps 
you navigate through the many 
happenings of Schoolcraft. 

‘The Collective Pen” 
cont’d from page 18>

C NELSON GROTE

FEELING  
BORED?

Check out our 
Diversions 
on page 22
to brighten 
your day and
cure your 
boredom! 
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SC BEWELL WRAPAROUND CARE
Promoting mental well-being for Schoolcraft College students

UWill - No cost, 
virtual counseling available 
24/7/365 call 833-569-1434 
or go to app.uwill.com/register 
to sign up.

Support On Campus - Limited sessions 
are available to all currently registered 
Schoolcraft students. Receive assistance 
in your mental health journey.  
Email studentrelations@schoolcraft.edu 
or call 734-462-4486 to schedule  
an appointment.

Mental Health 
Programming -  
multiple wellness-based 
programming and health 
trainings will be offered 
throughout the year

Scan QR code
to register

Scan QR code
for on campus 

supporrt 
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PILI ESTEVEZ
LAYOUT & DESIGN EDITOR

Empowering 
international students

Starting college is a big step for anyone, but for 
international students like myself, the challenges 
are even greater. 

Adjusting to a new culture, language and 
academic system can be overwhelming. 
Fortunately, Schoolcraft College reopened a 
fantastic resource to help these students feel at 
home with the International Learning Support (ILS). 

This program is designed to provide 
international students with the academic and 
cultural support they need to succeed, offering 
everything from English language tutoring to 
cultural events that bring the community together.

One of the biggest hurdles I faced was adjusting 
to studying in English. Beyond language and 
cultural support, ILS serves as a vital place for 
academic assistance. Whether it’s receiving tutoring 
on how to approach assignments or learning how to 
execute effective research for papers, international 
students can rely on ILS to help them meet the 
demands of their coursework. The program’s 
resources ensure that students can fully participate 
in their classes and achieve their academic goals, all 
covered by your tuition. 

ILS was a lifeline for me when I first arrived in the 
States in 2021 and took my first class of ESL. Annika 
Galloway was ahead of the program before it closed 
by the beginning of 2022, and not only did she help 
me with my assignments and grammar, but also 
made me feel like I belonged. This year Sam Varble, 
president of the linguistics club and tutor at the 
Learning Center, took charge of the program and 
opened the doors again for students.

Another important aspect of the international 
student experience is adjusting to American culture, 
and the ILS steps in here, too. 

The program hosts special events that are not 
only fun but also offer a way for students to learn 
more about U.S. customs in a friendly and inclusive 
environment. Also, It’s a great way to bond over 
shared experiences while embracing new traditions. 

This semester ILS will host Cultural Coffee 
Connections. Students, faculty, staff and community 
members are invited to join for coffee, tea and 
snacks while enjoying an educational presentation 
at the beginning of each event and an informal 
conversation with peers from various cultures 
around the world. This event will be held in Bradner 
Library Room 110 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sept. 18, 
Oct. 7, Nov. 1 and Nov. 25. 

At its core, International Learning Support is 
about helping students adjust, learn and grow 
both academically and personally. For international 
students like me at Schoolcraft College, it’s a lifeline 
that offers not just tutoring and workshops, but also 
a community. 

This program creates a space where students 
can feel understood and supported as they navigate 
life in a new country.

Whether you’re looking for help with your 
coursework, want to improve your English or just 
want to meet new people, the ILS is the place to go. 
It’s a great way to get involved, build connections 
and make the most of your time at Schoolcraft 
College!

A Helping 
Hand

OPINIONS
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Why did you choose Schoolcraft?

 BRYANT NOAH WALTERS
MAJOR: GENERAL STUDIES

He chose Schoolcraft because 
it felt like it was on his tour, and 
seemed like a really strong com-
munity. As he stated, at the Ozzy 
Palooza, “For a big event like that, 
you can tell that everybody is 
friends and family here.” 

Layout and Design by Catilin Cherry

Check out our YouTube Channel 
at The Schoolcraft Connection 

“The nursing program! The 
tuition is really good, and the  
professors are awesome.”

“They have the Earth Science 
Program and its something I 
want to be apart of.”

“It seemed like a really strong 
community. You can tell that 
everybody is friends and  
family here.”
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Find Answers on Page 23!

Layout and design by Megan Edgerton
Crossword made by the Schoolcraft Linguistics Club *Theme words

7

9 10

12

1 2 3

8

4 5 6

1816 17

19

21

20

22

13 14 15

Across
*1: Flavor enhancer
4: Pop star Grande, to fans 
7: Acronym for U.S. eye doctor organization (note 
similarity to heart doctor equivalent)
8: Continint containing all of the worlds 100 tallest 
mountains 
9: Protagonists confidence 
11: Instrument simulation software
*12: Taste of 1 across by itself
16: Feeling the consquences of too much walking
19: Airplane table for most seats
20: Flowed, as five down migjt 
21: Opposite of  ‘neath
22: What one might slide into

Down
1: Mage + mage = ?
*2: You can taste it with the sides of your tounge, toward the 
back
3: Untitled Goose _______
4: Spanish “so”
5: ________ de Janeiro, Brasilia’s predecessor 
6: Fleming who created 007
8: Cartography compendium
*10: Savory turnover
13: Middleman in a firedom 
14: Streetcar
15: Desires 
16: DIY vacation days 
17: Homophone for 18 down: foundry find
18: Homophone for 17 down: manual propulsion device
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CROSSWORD ANSWER KEY  
From Page 22 

SARA MALLORY
STAFF WRITER

M         S        G

A         O        A

G         U       M       P        T        I         O       N

F         O        O        T        S       O        R        E

 A        S         I         A

 T         R        A        Y  R         A       N

   D        M       S   O         E       R

I           R        E        A        L

S        A       L        T         Y

A       R          I

*Theme words

O C E L O T S F L Y P E

A Z K W R H O M Z D T N

E P B A H C L Z L I F C

N F V T G E O Y L K A E

W Y I E A T E E O E R L

E T O R G A Y J W M C K

Z I L M X T R W O U L N

S C Y A I S S H D R O I

T J H N C I O T C O O H

O R I E M V A O M F H C

B R A D N E R Z I T C S

T U S S E R F F E J S G

Words:

Bradner
Forum
Grote
Hinkle
Jeffress
McDowell
Ocelots
Ozzy
Schoolcraft
Trinity Elite
VistaTech
Waterman

Schoolcraft
Word Search

Sudoku
7 3 2 8
1 4 7 2 5

5 3 1 8 9
1 8 2 4 7 5
5 6 2 9
7 3 5 6 4 8

1 9 2 5 3
5 1 4 3 2
3 4 1 9




